Do You Know Him?

by C. D. Rooks

I greet you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Brothers and sisters, I want to ask you today: Do you know Jesus Christ -- Lord and Savior?

This is an important question...for when it comes time to enter the kingdom of heaven, Jesus said, in John 10:27, that those who know him, who believe in him and belong to him: 

“[They] listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish...” (John 10:27).

Notice that he does not say those who went to the right church or belong to the right denomination -- or those who served on  church committees and boards receive eternal life.

Now don’t misunderstand me ... there is nothing wrong with serving in the church or in the community,(personal comments) but, though we are called to be servants, service is not a substitute for salvation.

It is not by works that we know the Lord and he knows us. Titus 3:5 says:

“... he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”





It is not good works we have done that saves us; they are not salvation.

2 Thessalonians 1:9-10 warns us that those without salvation will be 

“... shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified...”
Ephesians 2:8-9 explains how we receive salvation:

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, so that no one can boast.”
Nothing we have ever done will save us. Joining the right church, serving the congregation or the community means nothing if you don’t know Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior. 

Christ tells us in Matt. 7:21-23:

“Not everyone who says to me, >Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 

“Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”

This sounds harsh to our ears -- but again, using his name, no matter what service you might have done -- even if we’ve done miracles -- it is not enough; it is not the same as knowing him. You must know him.

What does it mean to know him? It doesn’t just mean know about him. Most of us, for example, know about President Bush, but we don’t  know him.

To know someone implies you have a relationship with them. Do you have a personal relationship with the Lord? 

It has always been God’s intention that we belong to his family. That is why he sent Christ, his son, to die for us -- so that we might be reconciled to God -- and come to know him.

To know him, you must be part of his family.

For we learn in Romans that sin and death entered the world through Adam; but salvation and eternal life through Jesus Christ (5:12-17).

It is God’s intention that Christ might be the firstborn among many brothers (and sisters) (Rom. 8:29). We are to belong to his family. Jesus calls God, “Father,” and God calls us his “children.”

We are promised in John 1:12:

“Yet  to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God...”

In Isaiah 8:18, Christ says:

“Here am I, and the children the LORD has given me.”
Hebrews 2:11 says:

“Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family.”
Now if you belong to a family, you need to know your family members. The Lord’s family is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Do you know him? 

How can we know Him?  Christ is our model. He continually went before the Lord in prayer. We must do the same. We must spend time talking to our Father in heaven -- thanking Him, worshiping Him, petitioning Him, praising Him. Daily prayer. Christ taught us to pray: 


“Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever.”
Secondly, we learn what the Lord is like through the Word.  For Christ was the Word made flesh.  John 1:1-4 & 14 says:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

(John 1:14)   “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among  us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
It’s important to spend time in the Word, to get to know our Lord.  2Timothy 3:15 says:

“... you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
So the question is: Do you know Him?  He wants you to know him.

Perhaps you’ve never had a personal relationship with Jesus, or you’re unsure about your relationship, or maybe you just want to rededicate yourself as a child of God. 

Lord, we give ourselves into your hands...

